Chronic eosinophilic leukemia and hypereosinophilic syndromes. Proposal for classification, literature review, and report of a case with a unique chromosomal abnormality.
The idiopathic hypereosinophilic syndromes (HES) are rare hematologic disorders characterized by persistent eosinophilia with organ involvement that encompass a wide spectrum of clinical and hematological disease states. We propose a classification scheme to further delineate these patients, and present a case of a 45-year-old male with persistent eosinophilia, severe tissue and hematologic involvement, and trisomy 15. Although multiple cytogenetic abnormalities have been associated with hypereosinophilic syndromes, this is the first reported case where trisomy 15 is the sole chromosomal abnormality.